
Digital Storytelling 

Pathways to testimony & primary sources 





Using this technique allows students to 

individualize their learning process 

Let students learn  

where they are 



Focus on the pre-production & reflection  - 

It’s more important than the final product! 

Take a Pedagogical Approach 

to Digital Storytelling 



It’s not about a perfect product, 

but rather the PROCESS 



FAILURE is a LEARNING tool 

Check out this clip form 

Woodward Digital Media 

 





The goal for this session 

Think of  and plan at least 1 
lesson – assessment or 
activity you already use that 
can be modified to include 
digital storytelling 



Digital Storytelling  

TOOLKIT 



Learning from & Creating 

digital stories 

Resources, Tips & Tools 



Learning from digital stories 

! iwitness.usc.edu 

! Archives.gov 

!  DOCS TEACH 

! GilderLehrman.org 

!  Bringing history to life 
with digital storytelling 

! Opened.io 

!   PBS MediaLearning 

!   Discovery Education 

!   National Geographic 
Teacher Resources 





4 Pathways: using iwitness 

!  1 – Watch Page 

!  2 – Activities 

!  3 – Customize Activities 

!  4 – Build a new Activity 







Archives.gov 

•  DOCS TEACH – Built in Webquest type 
lessons 

•  Youtube Content for Educators 
•  HistoryPin – Mapping: The Past is Present 
•  iTunes U – Courses, Collections, Primary 

Sources & More 
 





HistoryPin – Mapping: 
The Past is Present 



Youtube Content 
for Educators 





Opened.io 
PBS MediaLearning 
Discovery Education 
National Geographic 
Teacher Resources 
 



Creating Digital Stories 

! Iwitness.usc.edu 

!   Online video editors 

! PowToon, Wevideo, Animoto, etc. 

! Youthvoices.Adobe.com 

!   SHIFT: Participate in the yearlong training & get free Adobe 
software for your school 

! PaperSlides 

! Aurasma 



Aurasma Demo 



Paperslide Example – 
Produced by students 



TeacherTravelTips.weebly.com 
Schrockguide.net/digital-storytelling.html 

VDPAwards.weebly.com 

(Student Produced Video Documentary Projects) 



REMEMBER: 
 

The main goal is student 
learning NOT the technology. 
 
The Process is more 
important than the product. 



Remember the REFLECTION 
 

Documentary Reflections: 
 
“I learned that I'm willing to work hard and that that I 
don't give up easily.” 
 
“That obviously there isn't just one thing that we have 
to do to become more sustainable. But that it is a 
constant thing that will never go completely away but 
WE need to do our best to do what we can. We can 
make the better choice and try to take that step to 
become more sustainable.” 



“I learned that we have a great future map of  Utah's 
water which makes me happy. I did learn that we 
don't have enough water if  we just keep wasting, if  
we take little steps right now and start to conserve 
like shut off  water then you are good and our future 
doesn't need to be worried about.” 
 
“I learned that I need to love my parents more 
because they went thru hard things.” 
 



Questions?  
 

Now using resources, ideas 
and tools you gained plan a 
digital story for your 
classroom. 


